
Learn, Care & Share
St. Christopher’s Independent Preparatory School

Providing excellence in Pastoral & Academic development
For Pupils aged 2-11 Years old



Pupils’ attainment is well above national age-related expectations. 
Pupils of all abilities across the school make rapid progress. 

Learn
           Care
                      Share

Particulars
1) Excellence in pastoral and Academic 
development  ISI Inspection 2019
2) 2-11 years
3) Wrap around care- breakfast club and after care
4) 5 bus routes and 3 train stations for easy access 
5)5) 10 miles from Central London
6) Part of the Inspired Learning Group

At St. Christopher’s Prep, you will find a happy and thriving community. From the age of 2 to 11, every child 
is treated as an individual and encouraged to explore their own talents. We are passionate about our pupils 
developing a genuine love of learning in a range of different fields, and we believe that if they are enjoying 
school, this will happen naturally with the close support of a committed staff and the benefit of our superb 
facilities and “excellent” pastoral care. As part of the Inspired Learning Group, it is no surprise that “excellent 
teaching”, individual attention and small class sizes deliver consistently excellent results. owever, it is not just 
in the classin the classroom where pupils are given the opportunity to excel. Our renowned Other Half of the curriculum 
promotes a healthy balance between academic advancement and a wide variety of artistic, musical, sporting, 
intellectual and outdoor pursuits, roviding a genuine all-round education for every pupil. We all look forward 
to welcoming you to our school so that you can see first-hand what St. Christopher’s Prep has to offer. 

How to be a St. Christopher 
The 3 most important qualities we expect from all are to:
   Learn
   Care
   Share



Pupils exhibit deep spiritual awareness and demonstration of their appreciation of the 
non-material aspects of life. Pupils demonstrate an outstanding appreciation of diversity 
and a keen awareness of the concept of different groups have rights. 
                                                                                                                                      -ISI Inspection 2019

Co-education Provides a Balanced Foundation for Life 
Outside of School 
We embrace the importance of a co-education that reflects wider society and offers an 
environment where girls and boys can be themselves, understanding and admiring others for their 
achievements, irrespective of gender.
 Girls and b Girls and boys benefit enormously by learning in a mixed environment. Through classroom debate, 
participation in co-curricular activities and important downtime during the day, they learn and 
importantly fail together, mutually respecting each other’s opinions, interests and resilience. 
Together they begin to understand how different people think and act and celebrate that there can 
be more than one way of approaching life.
Our pupils Our pupils take their places naturally in the wider world with the co-educational setting providing 
an excellent foundation for the development of meaningful and lasting relationships based on 
mutual respect and admiration.

Complete excellence in Pastoral and Academic development
Pupils’ attainment is well above national age-related expectations. 
Pupils of all abilities across the school make rapid progress. 
                                                                                       -ISI Inspection 2019

Academia
The School’s approach to the curriculum is, as described by a parent, “quietly rigorous” 
and our aand our academic credentials are second to none. In Reception we teach the standard 
Early Years Foundation Stage Programme. This is followed by a curriculum that is based 
on the National Curriculum in Years 1-6. Some pupils are also prepared for academic 
scholarship exams.

The Pupils’ from Reception to Year 6 study all the core-curriculum subjects, such as 
English, Maths and PSHCE, with their form group and teacher, which creates a consistent 
and supportive classroom environment. They receive specialist teaching in subjects like 
LanguaLanguages, Computing, Music, Sport, and Drama. The vast majority of pupils’ then move 
on to attaining scholarships in secondary schools such as Haberdasher’s, Merchant Taylors, 
John Lyon, Aldenham to name a few.



The Independence to inspire
We make a difference to the lives of our pupils by inspiring a lifelong love of learning and 
believe that this comes when pupils excel academically, emotionally and socially within the 
educational setting. We educate beyond the confines of the Early Years Foundation 
Curriculum, National Curriculum and league tables, offering opportunities both inside and 
outside of the classroom that stimulate discussion and allow passions and interests to be 
unlocked and ignited. 
WWe develop the skills required for the 21st century workplace including critical thinking, 
intellectual curiosity, and interpersonal skills, which combine to help our pupils become better 
learners.
Our independence allows us to be responsive to change, building on the strengths of our past, 
whilst being innovative, always ensuring that our focus is on our pupils. Our affiliation with 
advisors and consultants at our local council, assures our quality and commitment to 
providing an outstanding educational journey for our pupils.

Our ISI Inspection Report in May 2019 
found us to be excellent and outstanding 

in all areas of the school:

“The quality of the pupils’ academic and 
other achievements is excellent.”

“The quality of the pupils’ personal 
development is excellent.”

“Child“Children in Early Years make excellent 
progress.”

“Pupils’ excellent social skills result from 
staff who give pupils constant 

opportunities to work together and share 
ideas with each other.”

How do we ignite a love of learning?



“The lessons are very entertaining. It’s very easy to make friends 
and the school culture is one of kindness.”

- Y6 pupil

Pupils’ moral awareness and ability to recognise and consider ethical issues are 
notably strong. 
                                                                                                           -ISI Inspection 2019

Academic Excellence for All
Our academic results position us as one of the leading independent schools within the North 
West and the UK. We strive for academic excellence for all pupils whilst, at the same time, 
developing independent thinkers who have the skills to solve problems and think laterally.
Our smaller class sizes allow each pupil more attention from teachers and more opportunities 
to take part and express their opinions, both of which are vital in fostering an intellectual and 
stimulating learning environment. 
Learning is enhanced Learning is enhanced by the confidence pupils develop by being able to share opinions and 
respond to questions in a smaller setting, with lessons tailored to individual interests and 
progress.
Pupils benefit from teachers who are experts within their fields, many of whom bring a wealth 
of experience from outside of the classroom to truly enrich our pupils’ learning.
Our ‘BOur ‘Beyond the Curriculum’ programmes across the school provide a range of additional 
activities and timetabled lessons to complement and extend learning, as well as stretch both 
the minds and imaginations of our pupils.

A Unique Community
Our unique community offers pupils and families a supportive, happy and caring environment where children 

become confident and engaging young adults. Parents, children, staff and friends all contribute to the rich and broad 
education provided, as do our Parents’ Association.

The School, founded in 1928 as a Christian foundation, has now a multi-cultural and multi-faith ethos.  
The The story of the School community over the years is told through the windows, plaques and memorials, which have 

been donated by, or in memory of, past pupils and staff. The spiritual development of our pupils is supported 
through weekly whole school assemblies, weekly PSHE (Personal, Social Health and Economic) lessons and for the 

younger children through circle time. 
Children join one of the three houses, Kent, Edinburgh and Cornwall and these offer pupils camaraderie and 

opportunities to make friendships across all years with House competitions spanning the breadth of School life.
LiLifelong friendships are also made on the sports field, play areas in the front and back of the school, in clubs as well 
as in the classroom and on school trips, with each pupil’s individual personality and character being given plenty of 

opportunity to shine through.



Happiness is a top priority and we recognise and appreciate that growing up may come 
with challenges. By investing in small class sizes and our pastoral network comprising 
Heads of Year, Pastoral Form Tutors, School Councillors, Eco warriors, Sports leaders, 
Charity monitors and Pupil Peer Mentors, we are able to quickly identify if there are 
concerns, offering exceptional pastoral care and support for our pupils within our close 
knit community.
WWe also recognise that education is a team effort between parents, staff and pupils 
themselves.  Communication is therefore the key and we firmly believe in the importance 
of informal discussions, mutual observations and progress, alongside the more formal 
welcome evenings, parent meetings and school reports.
To further support parents at home, our parent workshop programmes, particularly in 
the Early Years offer access to leading experts in fields such as learning through play, 
e-safety and mental health.

Going further Going further afar
As an independent school we are proud to be able to offer opportunities over and above 
those that may be available elsewhere.
Our ‘Going Beyond’ mindset results in a staff and pupil community who look to go over 
and above in everything they do.  We want our pupils to push boundaries, ask questions, 
and challenge the status-quo – all essential qualities in today’s society and valuable 
attributes for the leaders of tomorrow.
FFrom the classroom, to the sports field, from the music 
room to trips further afield, we look to offer 
opportunities that spark passions and interests, 
broaden outlooks and enrich the lives of all our 
pupils.

‘Pupils have a high awareness of their 
responsibilities towards others and are keen 
to contribute to the school and the wider 
community’ 
                                              -ISI Inspection 2019

Knowing Each Child as an Individual



A Unique Educational 
learning journey

From 2 years to 11 years, children progress their education within a supportive 
and caring environment

Self- confidence, Self- 
Awareness, Knowledge and 
understanding are treasures that 
can remain with us for the whole 
of our lives. To develop these 
you need time, which is why an 
education at our School spans 
the whole of a childthe whole of a child’s 
educational journey through in 
readiness for High School.  This 
provides for a coherent, 
all-through education with each 
year building on the last, 
maintaining not only the quality 
but also the enebut also the energy and 
excitement of intellectual 
discovery.  Children move 
seamlessly from one year to the 
next, moving onto the next stage 
of their journey with confidence 
and excitement and with no loss 
of momeof momentum or passion.



Nursery- a room with a giant heart
The Nursery is where our youngest children, from 2 to 4 years, begin their journey of discovery and 
build the foundations for a lifelong adventure of learning.  The caring environment and small setting 
is where children develop in confidence, beginning to learn new skills and making friends with other 
children.
Outdoor learning through play is encouraged, whether it be in the playground in the rear, in the 
mud kimud kitchen, planting seeds, or in the School’s Spiritual garden towards the front of the school. 
Exploration of their learning environment helps open their eyes to a world of possibilities and 
develops an appreciation of the great outdoors.
Walks within the School grounds and listening to stories in the library also add wider 
experiences to the learning journey of our little ones.
The move to Pre-Prep is a natural step for children the term after their third birthday and 
play dates and games and activities all support the move so that children are happy, 
cconfident and ready for their next adventure.

Pupils across the school demonstrate 
notable self-confidence and self-awareness. 
Children in the EYFS part from their parents 
confidently and engage very happily with 
other children and the range of activities on 
offer, as a result of the warm and 
welcoming individual attention given to 
them them by staff.

Reception- a world of awe and wonder
The Reception year for 4 and 5 year olds is the stepping stone to School.  It is an exciting and fun 
environment with a bright, spacious and modern classroom and dedicated outdoor play areas.  
The children also benefit from interacting with the Nursery children and thus develop attitudes 
such as sharing, caring and empathy. 
Children follow the Early Years Foundation Stage and pupils learning journals and the digital 
sharing plsharing platform (called Dojo), allow us to share with parents what the children have been 
learning during the day.

 

Key Stage 1 & 2- the continuation of Academic and Pastoral 
Excellence
In today’s rapidly changing and demanding world, it is important that children from an early age 
have the breadth of opportunity to develop their abilities, discover passions and fulfil their 
potential whilst enjoying the benefit of a caring, structured and secure environment.

Small class siSmall class sizes allow us to nurture and support children, recognising, encouraging and 
embracing their personal talents, strengths and passions.  We look to develop inquisitive 
thinkers, nurturing children’s natural curiosity about the world around them; unlocking their 
creative potential and engendering a lifelong love of learning.

Key skills are introduced step by step, be this in 
reading, writing, maths, the arts or sport, to 
provide stretch and challenge.  As pupils grow 
and dand develop they are taught by subject 
specialists in areas such as art, design and 
technology, music, modern foreign languages 
and physical education.  Reading buddy schemes
also offer peer mentoring opportunities for our 
older pupils and foster a love of reading in 
younger pupils.

Our broad and balanced curriculum offers a range of activities and experiences that ignite the 
children’s curiosity. The book-based curriculum learning experiences take into account their 
interests and ideas so that they are engaged, excited 
& empowered to learn.
It is from here that they move onto Key Stage 1 and 2, 
happy  and confident about taking their first steps to 
School.School.



Creating memories 
that last a lifetime 

“An achievement board display conveys pupils’ happy 
reflections on personal achievements that are 
significant to them. These range from art scholarships 
to swimming medals to performance in Southwark 
Cathedral in a choir for a national children’s charity” 
                                                              -ISI Inspection 2019



Learn – life skills
Cooking and basic food hygiene
Growing seasonal flowers, fruits and vegetables 
Internet safety
Road safety
Touch typing
Interview skills for our older pupils
AppAppreciation of the world we live in

Care- wellbeing
Yoga and meditation
Keeping calm 
Mindfulness
Dance
Health and Self-care
Emotional wellbeing

Share –intellectual and 
cultural enrichment 
Languages
Chess- a great way to improve problem solving 
and creative thinking
History of Art
History of Music
Performance poetry

“Pupils demonstrate excellent 
communication skills. 
ChildChildren in the EYFS are able to recognise, 
pronounce, identify and form different 
letters correctly, and recognise more 
difficult words in sentences in response to 
clear modelling and guidance. Their writing 
is of very high quality for their age, as seen 
in examples of children’s independent 
acaccounts of the story of the three little 
pigs. Older Pupils’ English books contain 
highly developed creative writing that 
features an effective structure, correct 
spelling and accurate grammar. Older 
pupils are able to communicate thoughtful 
and very developed ideas about the 
subjects that they study. Pupils show that 
they are clearly used to engaging in 
thoughtful discussions in a supportive 
environment where all are encouraged to 
contribute as part of their lessons”. 
                                         -ISI Inspection 2019



The richness and breadth of our co-curricular programme is celebrated and central to the all-round, balanced education provided.  With society placing ever-increasing 
pressure on today’s young people, we educate and look to develop our pupils in the broadest sense.  The best learners and contributors to School life, and thus the 
leaders of tomorrow, are those who have a breadth of knowledge that extends beyond the classroom.

We look for opportunities that broaden horizons and develop new skills, taking pupils outside of comfort zones, whilst encouraging team work, resilience and leadership 
skills. Individual passions askills. Individual passions are found in areas including sport, music, the arts and academia, and lifelong hobbies and rewarding careers are built on these early 
experiences.

Clubs such as speech and Drama, Coding, Languages, Robotics, Theatre Bugs, Creative writing, Stem Lego, Choir and Sports are just some of the many clubs or activities 
on offer, ensuring that there is always something to excite and enthuse any pupil, whatever their interests or skills.   

School alumni and other notable speakers contribute to the richness of the co-curricular activities on offer and visits from renowned authors, musicians, professional 
sports people and adsports people and adventurers have all featured in recent school events.

Opportunity and Enrichment



‘Individual pupils have initiated their own charity work, such as for a 
national cancer charity, citing reasons why these causes were important to 
them personally. Pupils said that they enjoyed singing at local homes for 
the elderly.’ 
                                                                                               -ISI Inspection quote.

Learning beyond the classroom
The annual residential outdoor pursuit trips allow whole year groups and the School 
community to come together to learn new skills from rock climbing and abseiling, to 
raft building and map reading.  Lots of fun & laughter is shared with friends & teachers, 
and team work and leadership skills are enhanced & developed. 

Trips and visits, both at home and abroad, are also highlights in the year, creating 
memories that last a entire lifetime.  Whether it is trips to Europe, an orientation 
eexpedition or a local trip to the Wembley Stadium, our pupils are inspired, developing 
skills and knowledge, and become confident and informed world citizens.



Expressive 
Arts & Design 
St. Christopher’s Prep has a tremendous reputation for Art and design. 
Our facilities are equipped to allow the pupils’ to develop their creativity 
through a variety of media – from painting and drawing to ceramics, digital 
design, printmaking and woodwork. We also benefit from the input of visiting 
artists, who are invited to run workshops. Each year the children enjoy trips 
to encourage their creativity as well as take part in whole school Art weeks.  
As As well as timetabled art lessons, there are weekend workshops and 
afterschool Art & Craft clubs where pupils enjoy a relaxed chance to be creative. 

‘Pupils’ reflections on their own clay 
Tudor pots contain sensisble critiques of 
their own skills and techniques, while 
their model Tudor houses demonstrate 
much care and attention to detail. 
Younger pupils’ design and technology 
work shows considerable care in 
planninplanning, researching and designing and 
creating shadow puppets.’ 
                                       -ISI inspection 2019 



Where words fade away, melody 
lasts a lifetime
Our Musical journey
Our strong musical tradition places music at the heart of our school.  
Throughout our school, music and the creative arts offer a unique 
means of expression, capturing passions and emotions and allowing
pupils to explore new ideas, subject matter and cultures.
Performing, listening, composing and discussion take place in class 
music lessons, with pupils being enmusic lessons, with pupils being encouraged to further their 
enjoyment and performance skills by taking part in co curricular 
musical activities, school productions and concerts.
Learning a musical instrument is encouraged from an early age and 
individual weekly tuition in a wide range of instruments, as well as 
singing, is available.
Music is celebrated and enjoyed across the school, with class music 
lessons beginning in lessons beginning in Reception and allowing pupils’ to experience a 
range of music from classical and jazz to folk and pop. There are plenty 
of opportunities for every child to perform, whether in our informal 
recitals or our whole-school concerts at Christmas and in the summer. 
From Year 1 we offer individual music tuition on a wide range of instruments, 
including free ‘taster’ lessons, and pupils’ also have the chance to join our 
various orchestras, choirs, and ensembles. There is provision for pupils’ wanting to 
pupursue music at a higher level, with many achieving excellent results in the Associated 
Board instrumental exams and winning music scholarships to senior schools. Regardless 
of a pupils’ age or ability, playing for enjoyment as well as improvement is encouraged.

“Pupils achieve highly in external speech, 
drama and music examinations, with most 

entrants attaining distinctions. 
The choir has The choir has represented the school at St 
Paul’s Cathedral and other notable venues. 

Pupils demonstrate a delight in learning and a 
very strong desire to produce the best quality 
work that they can. This was witnessed, for 
example, in rehearsals for a forthcoming 

musical production,  when children in the EYFS 
and pupils fand pupils from across the school exhibited 

much joy in the experience and put much effort 
into sharpening and improving their 

performance” 
-ISI Inspection 2019

Our world is a stage for creativity
Dramatic art education plays an important role at St. Christopher’s Birkenhead and is 
a means of stimulating creativity and challenging pupils’ perceptions about the world 
and themselves. Dramatic exploration can provide pupils with an outlet for emotions, 

thoughts and dreams that they may not otherwise have means to express.
DDrama is enjoyed by all our pupils, from the nativity play in Pre-Prep to ambitious 
annual Junior and Senior Section productions. The discipline of auditioning and 

rehearsing improves the pupils’ concentration and memory skills, while performing to 
large audiences.

During music and drama lessons, pupils’ learn a variety of key skills, enjoying 
role-playing, mime, improvisation, comedy and performances.  

We also offer 1:1 or paired LAMDA tuition and extra-curricular activities
  for those who want to pursue drama beyond school, with some pupils’

winning scholarships or going on to perform in professional stage
 and screen productions.

“Everyone is encouraged to have a go – whether it be sport, drama, 
music or art. The number of clubs on offer is huge and there is something 
for everyone. We are very lucky to be part of this fabulous school” 
                                                                                                          -Parent quote



Sports builds 
character & resilience 
Sport at St. Christopher’s is about determination, fairness and teamwork, 
so no matter their level of ability, every child is encouraged to find a sport 
they enjoy. We have a wide variety of activities to fit all interests, offering 
tennis, badminton, cross-country and athletics alongside our core sports of 
rugby, football, hockey, cricket and swimming. We teach the value of sport 
for all and there are regular opportunities for all pupils’ in a year group to 
compete against other leading prep schools. The School’s sporting 
repureputation is excellent, with several of our teams unbeaten in inter-school 
competitions and many of our pupils’ gaining places in elite squads for 
rugby, cricket, and football and cross-country.

Football

Basketball

Hockey

Rugby

Tennis

Gymnastics

DanceDance

Yoga

Athletics 



Technology driving change in education
At St. Christopher’s, a real emphasis has been placed on developing our pupils into responsible, effective and creative users of 

technology, to develop their skills of Computer Science, Digital Literacy, Information Technology and Digital Citizenship. All students 
throughout the School receive weekly Computing lessons which are taught by a specialist teacher. In the classrooms, learning 

experiences are enhanced and transformed by the integration of IPads. We also have banks of IPads to support different curriculum 
areas and year groups.

Digital Leaders 
We have an active “Digital Leaders’ programme” at the School. A Digital Leaders’ role is to support the use and to further the 
development of Digital Technology within our school. Digital Leaders are given the necessary training and support to develop 

specific areas of Digital Technology expertise. These areas of expertise can be self determined, or may be a particular request for 
a specific item of hardware or software.

A A core outcome for our students is to be responsible digital citizens. Through regular lessons, we develop the skills of being 
responsible online and provide strategies on how to avoid the many pitfalls. In addition, we run Tech meet Ups for our parents so 

that they can keep up to date on the latest developments and assist their children in staying safe online.

Digital learning & Computing

Pupils demonstrate strong information and communication 
technology (ICT) skills. They produce much work of high quality 
using ICT across the entire range of subjects. For instance, pupils 
utilise word processing skills extremely well to produce a range of 
different types of well-presented documents, such as information 
booklets and posters. This is because keyboard and mouse control 
is promoted from the EYFS onwards.

‘I love using the large board in the classroom. I like using the paint 3D programme because 
I can use the colour wheel to made different tones and shades. I also like using the laptop 
because I can practice my typing and get faster’ 
                                                                                                                            -Reception Pupil quote 



We look forward to 
welcoming you here 
at St. Christopher’s 
Independent Preparatory 
School and show you just 
what makes us unique.

“Excellence and the pursuit 
of a lifelong joy of learning ”
Virtual tour- visit our school website to see a 
virtual show reel of our school 
www.stchristophersschool.org.uk

Arrange a visit-  It’s the best way to find out 
if we are right for your child and to answer 
any questions you may have.

Getting to St. Christopher’s 
Independent Preparatory School

Despite its rural setting, our school is within 
easy reach of central London, being served by 
bus, underground and over ground train 
services. 

St Christopher
St Christopher's Independent Preparatory School
71 Wembley Park Drive
WWembley, Middlesex, HA9 8HE

tel:020 8902 5069
admin@stchristophersschool.org.uk



Visit our website for an interactive 360 tour of our school
www.stchristophersschool.org.uk

Address: 71 Wembley Park Drive, HA9 8HE
Phone: 020 8902 5069
Email: admin@stchristophersschool.org.uk 
Website: www.stchristophersschool.org.uk 
Follow us on: 

Excellence and the pursuit of a lifelong joy of learning.
“St Christopher’s Prep is a very special school – everyone is made to feel welcome 
and the teachers are quite incredible. They are kind, understanding and very fair.
They know the children so well and gear the classes to what they are interested in.”


