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Introduction

Welcome to St Christopher’s  Early Years Reception class. At St 
Christopher’s, we believe that “Every Child Matters”. This is not a 
slogan, it reflects firm beliefs and practises. 

We have tried to outline in this booklet how your child will be cared 
for and educated in the Early Years, in our school. However, much 
of this document applies to organisation throughout the school. We 
believe that you as parents are the child’s first educator and hope 
that close collaboration between school and home will help your 
child feel secure at St Christopher’s School and give you the 
confidence in us as carers for your child. 

This booklet should be read alongside our school brochure, which 
can be found on the school website. 

Curriculum
‘The quality of pupils’ academic          

and other achievements is excellent’. ISI Inspection 
report 2019

At St Christopher’s we believe that children deserve the best 
possible start to their education. Our Early Years team strive to 
provide an environment where children feel safe, happy, supported 
and secure. We consider each child’s interests, wants and needs so 
that they are ready to learn and achieve well. We are committed to 
providing a quality Early Years education that is; creative, 
challenging, active and broad in order to develop a thirst and 
excitement for learning.

The time spent within the Early Years are critical in children’s 
development and that the EYFS builds a firm basis for future 
learning, development and independence. Therefore we educate 
the whole child and promote independence, curiosity, respect and 
resilience.



WE AIM TO:

 Identify and value children’s strengths, interests and learning 
styles so that they develop confidence, respect, independence and 
high self-esteem.

 Develop and build solid relationships with our children and their 
families.

 Cultivate children’s attitudes to learning, self-motivation, 
inquisitiveness, self-confidence and

 Nurture and encourage children’s curiosity, reflectiveness, 
creativity and

 Develop children’s responsive thoughts and ideas, and value their 
work, conversations and feelings.

 Provide the highest quality learning experiences for all children. 
Learning that is exciting, creative, real, challenging; encouraging 
risk-taking and fun.

 Provide the highest quality teaching and learning that takes into 
account the interests of the children, their developmental and 
relating needs and allows them to make progress.

 Support children’s learning by providing them with first-hand 
learning experiences that are rooted in purposeful, resilient

 Support the children in making the transition from their first 
stage of education to the next with confidence.

‘Children in the EYFS make excellent progress from their starting points and 
typically leave the Reception year having fulfilled at least age-related 
expectations, with the minority of children exceeding these due to the 
effective teaching that they receive.’ ISI Inspection report 2019



In the Foundation Stage, we follow the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Curriculum (EYFS). We support our children to become independent 
and collaborative learners by providing a range of activities and 
experiences. Through these experiences, we encourage children to 
take risks, discover and make links between their explorations. We 
also introduce and begin to embed our school values: 

Friendship, Honesty, Kindness, Trust, Courage and Happiness. 

Within the EYFS there are seven areas of learning and development 
with all areas of learning and development important and inter-
connected. The areas are split into prime and specific. The prime 
areas of learning are fundamental to children’s successful learning in 
specific areas and are vital as they lay the foundations for children’s 
success in all other areas of learning and life:

Prime areas of learning and development

‘Principles and values are actively promoted which facilitate the 
personal development of pupils as responsible, tolerant, law-abiding 
citizens’ ISI Inspection report 2019



Specific areas of learning and development

In Reception, we believe all children develop and learn at an 
individual pace and this is reflected in our rooms and individual 
planning. The areas are covered across all of the rooms in nursery 
and are evident in their environments and their formal planning. 

Parents/carers are as important to us as the children we look after 
and we value them as a child’s first educator. We take pride in the 
relationships we build with our families and know how important it is 
to include you in your child’s learning and development. At St 
Christopher’s, you are always welcome and we plan a number of 
events throughout the year to include you and your contributions. 
We listen to your opinions and use this information to make our 
teaching and the learning experience even better.



Local trips and visitors

To support learning through real experiences, we aim to go on 
trips around the local area, as well as the yearly whole school 
trip. 
We invite organisations that support the local community to 
share their ideas and experiences, such as: Community Support 
Officers, The Fire Service and faith visitors. The Early Years 
classes also take part in whole school topic weeks and events 
such as Environmental day, Black History celebrations, as well as 
national and charity events. In all these areas we aim to reflect 
our multicultural society and provide equal opportunity for all 
children. 

Characteristics of effective learning

To support your child’s development, we also observe the way that 
your child engages in activities and how they learn. Though our 
provision and planning, we aim to support them in becoming 
independent learners. The ‘Early Years Foundation Stage’ Framework 
and Profile require us to report on the following Characteristics of 
Effective Learning at the End of Reception 

Engagement – Playing and Exploring 
Motivation - Active Learning 
Thinking – Creating and Thinking Critically 

Through termly parent consultations we will discuss these points 
with you about your child so we can work together to support their 
learning. We will also include a statement about their attitude to 
learning in our end year report. The report at the end of Reception 
will also support your child’s transition to Year 1 and enable the 
teachers to plan for your child’s next steps. 



Transition

During the summer term, the children have several opportunities to 
spend time and have lessons in their new class environment. The Early 
Years staff plan lessons to model the style of teaching, and 
opportunities for learning in the year group your child will be moving 
to in September.

Parents are also invited to explore their child’s new environment and 
participate in a lesson with their child. When children move to Year 
One, they will continue to use the same playground to support that 
transition. 

How can you help your child?

Talk to your child about their day at school. 
Let us know about any changes. 
Encourage your child to be independent. 
Join your child in exploring his or her homework tasks.

At St Christopher’s, we believe that children learn through 
‘doing’ and encourage ‘child initiated’ learning. We involve the 
children in the planning process and implement activities based 
on their interests.

We are flexible in what we can offer and have a wide variety of 
resources and space to use. We are an inclusive provision and 
are able to welcome all children to become a part of the St 
Christopher’s family. 



Every Child Matters

In the Early years, we believe Every Child matters and we plan and 
implement activities, community sessions and our nursery 
environments with this in mind.

Being Safe

We believe all children have a right to be safe and we provide safe 
secure provisions, that have resources and environments that are 
age appropriate and meet recommended legislations and guidelines. 
Our staff are fully qualified and all practitioners have the relevant 
checks and up to date training- such as first aid. Practitioners 
provide emotional security by having caring, loving relationships with 
the children they look after.  Parents/carers are informed of the 
importance we place on child safety during induction when they are 
told about our child protection and our risk assessments. 

Being Healthy

Our provision emphasises the importance of healthy eating, we 
promote the importance of having a good diet and this is reflected in 
our morning snack, lunch and afternoon tea plans. We have trips to 
the dentist and have health professionals visit the nursery to 
promote good healthy lifestyles to the children. We work in close 
partnership with the Brent advisor, who visits on a termly basis to 
share updates and best practice. This allows us to get the best 
outcomes for our children. We not only encourage but insist on using 
the outdoor area daily to encourage physical well-being but their 
emotional well-being too. 

Making a Positive Contribution

We believe that all children have a contribution to make, we get to 
know our children and families on an individual level because this 
supports us in ensuring that all families are able to make a 
contribution to our organisation. We encourage children to be 
involved in daily activities and practitioners support them in doing 
this.



Achieving Economic Well Being

All children that attend our Early Years provision are supported in 
reaching their own potential. We understand that all children are 
different and will learn at different paces, therefore when we carry 
out assessments we look at where the child was to where they are now 
to measure improvement. We promote children learning actively and 
plan activities that are fun, inviting and interesting to do this. If a 
child is actively involved they are more likely to learn.

Enjoy and Achieve

The reception year is all about having fun, the main priority of all is 
that our provisions are for children to enjoy their time with us and to 
experience different types of activities that they may not have the 
opportunity to experience at home. Through play, children will 
naturally learn and this is how we encourage children’s learning.

Support from friends, family and the wider community

St Christopher’s school is at the heart of the community and because 
of this we reply on the support of the community to be able to carry 
out our provisions and activities. We involve parents across all areas 
of our provision and recognise them as the people that that know 
their children the best. We rely on parents input to improve our 
services and listen to their needs to ensure that the provisions we are 
running are what is needed within the setting.

“If a question is worth asking, it is worth everyone answering.” 



Play
The main work of the Foundation Stage is carried out through
different play based activities, some of which are always available and
some of which are arranged around a theme or topic. As well as adult
led activities, the children are allowed to explore and experiment with
materials and equipment and to discover how the world works for
themselves in child initiated activities.

Young children learn best through play, especially when they are
happy and confident. Our aim in the Foundation Stage is to help the
children to share, cooperate, concentrate, explore and enjoy a wide
range of first hand experiences. All these skills will help their
intellectual and physical development, as well as provide a foundation
for their future learning.

Types of play



Parents as Partners
Parents are children’s first and most enduring educators. When parents and 
practitioners work together in early years settings, the results have a 
positive impact on children’s development and learning. 
(Early Years Foundation Stage: Principles into Practice. Commitment 2.2) 

Good communication between home and school is often key to a 
successful and productive school career. We feel that parental 
involvement is a key element in our home school partnership. Good 
support from home is vital in ensuring that a child makes good 
progress. This partnership between home and school is key to a child’s 
successful career at St Christopher’s. Please help to promote good 
communication by talking to us regularly. The Early Years team and 
Miss B welcome your comments, ideas and support. 

Throughout the year your child’s teacher will be assessing them
and putting together a Learning Journey so you can see how your
child is developing. This will be made up of observations, photos
and samples of work. We want you to be a part of this journey too
so if your child does anything outside of school that they are
proud of and want to add to their file then they can do so by
bringing it into school. We will provide magical moment sheets for
parents too, if you would like to comment on your child’s learning
which we can add to their file. The teachers will meet with you on
a regular basis to discuss your child’s progress and ways you can
help further develop at home.

At certain points in the term your child’s teacher will also send
home a parent’s voice sheet. This is another way you can inform us
about your child learning outside of school, we know lots of
learning will be going on!

Remember you can always talk to the Early years team if you are
worried about anything. They will always be happy to meet with
you and discuss any aspect of the curriculum or your child’s
development.



How can I get involved?

Parents, you are our best resource in enabling your child and others
to develop!
We would love to welcome you into the classroom at any time. If
you can offer help on a regular basis or you have a particular skill or
interest that you think the children would benefit from then we will
happily arrange this. If you are not sure what kinds of things would
be helpful to us, here are some ideas:
•Reading stories either in English or your own language
•Cooking
•Art work (including building and construction)
•Music and Dance
•Teaching a language
•Knitting & sewing
•Gardening in all seasons

Don’t worry if you are unable to come into school, there are many
things you can do at home that will help your child’s development:

•Reading stories and talking about them
•Letting your child help you with everyday activities and again
talking about what you are doing and why. Things like shopping,
cooking, washing clothes, gardening, washing the car, cleaning the
house are all great activities.

Children start to arrive at 8.40am and the register is taken at
8.55am. They come in through the side door where a member of
staff welcomes them every day. Please say good-bye to your child
at the door and encourage them to hold their own belongings. This
will encourage them to gain independence and be responsible for
their own things. Children need to be collected promptly at
3.15pm from the main door. We will need to know who will be
bringing your child to school and picking them up. There is a
password system whereby all Reception parents will be given a
permanent password which should be used if another family
member is picking up your child.

The school day


