
 

 

 

Schools should ask parents and staff to inform them 
immediately of the results of a test: 
if someone tests negative, if they feel well and no 
longer have symptoms similar to COVID-19, they 
can stop self-isolating. 
Other members of their household can stop self-
isolating. 

Negative Test Result Positive Test Result 

If someone tests positive, they should follow the 
Stay at home guidance  
They must continue to self-isolate for at least 14 
days from the onset of their symptoms and then 
return to school only if they do not have 
symptoms other than cough or loss of sense of 
smell/taste (as these can linger post infection). 

SEND PERSON/CHILD HOME 

THEY MUST BOOK A TEST 

Contact the Health Protection Team - Contact info  
 

The health protection team will guide you through the actions. Dependent on the advice, schools must 
send home those people who have been in close contact with the person who has tested positive, advising 

them to self-isolate for 14 days since they were last in close contact with that person when they were 
infectious. 

 
Schools must keep a record of pupils and staff in each group. 

 
Household members of those who are sent home do not need to self-isolate themselves unless the person 

who is self-isolating subsequently develops symptoms. If someone in a class or group that has been 
asked to self-isolate develops symptoms themselves within their 14-day isolation period they should follow 
Stay at home guidance. They should get a test, and if the test delivers a negative result, they must remain 

in isolation for the remainder of the 14-day isolation period. This is because they could still develop the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) within the remaining days. If the test result is positive, they should inform their 

setting immediately, and should isolate for at least 10 days from the onset of their symptoms (which could 
mean the self-isolation ends before or after the original 14-day isolation period). Their household should 
self-isolate for at least 14 days from when the symptomatic person first had symptoms, following 'Stay at 

home guidance' 
 

Schools should not request evidence of negative test results or other medical evidence before admitting 
children or welcoming them back after a period of self-isolation. 

If anyone in the school becomes unwell with a - 
 

High Temperature, or New and Persistent Cough,  
or Loss of or change in their normal sense of taste or smell 

Advise them to follow this guidance - Stay at home guidance 
 

If a child is awaiting collection, they should be moved, if possible, to a room where they can be isolated 
behind a closed door, depending on the age and needs of the child, with appropriate adult supervision if 
required.  Ideally, a window should be opened for ventilation. If they need to go to the bathroom while 

waiting to be collected, they should use a separate bathroom if possible. The bathroom must be cleaned 
and disinfected using standard cleaning products before being used by anyone else.  PPE must be worn by 

staff caring for the child while they await collection if a distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained. 

Staff members and parents/carers understand that they will need to be ready and willing to: book a test if 
they or their child are displaying symptoms. Staff and pupils must not come into the school if they have 
symptoms, and must be sent home to self-isolate if they develop them in school; provide details of 
anyone they or their child have been in close contact with if they were to test positive for COVID-19 or if 
asked by NHS Test and Trace; self-isolate if they have been in close contact with someone who tests 
positive for COVID-19, or if anyone in their household develops symptoms of COVID-19. 


