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Art, Humanities, Science and the
wider Curriculum

St Christopher’s School has always placed
emphasis on the importance of all subjects
in the curriculum.   We believe that the
study of the arts, sciences and humanities
gives our students the ability to apply
higher order thinking and study skills to
complex ideas and issues.   We know that
the study of these subjects allows us to
challenge our higher-achieving students.
We also know that it acts as an essential
complement to the study of 11+ examinable
subjects like English and Maths.

We are one of the very few Primary and
Prep schools which rigorously assesses
attainment and progress in all these
subjects, each term.   Our ISI inspection
report set out why it found teaching and
learning in these subjects to be excellent:

“Pupils across the school exhibit notably
strong study skills… In a history lesson,

older pupils engaged in creating battle plans
to guard England at the time of King Harold
and were able to suggest thoughtful and
very developed hypotheses and predictions
of what might happen if troops and
resources were to be applied in different
ways.  The oldest pupils’ independent
research (in science) shows pupils’
confident ability to define and recognise fair
tests and variables, make hypotheses and
record and compare results, and draw very
thoughtful, evidence based conclusions.
Books show that pupils’ skills are promoted
from EYFS upwards…”

Year 6 have been preparing for their 11+
exams throughout the past term, yet they
have also found time to focus on the wider
curriculum, like Art and Black History.

For example, Year 6
created some Pop Art
drawings of some
famous icons in history.
They explored the use of
dark and light tones; and
were able to use dark
tones composed in a

checkerboard of bold colours with black.
Similarly they used light tones with bright
colours. The overall effect was a complex
balance of colours and tones that reflect the
different personalities depicted. Year 6 also
drew a section of an image and put all the
sections together to create an enlarged
image of Martin Luther King.

Our children also produced an array of
striking abstract artwork in the style of
Pablo Picasso. They
were able to experiment
with colour, use
geometric and jagged
shapes, bright colours
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and thick black lines to create cubist art-
works.

At St Christopher’s School, we strive for
excellence in all areas.

Reception and Early Years

Reception have been working very hard on
various aspects of their learning. They
have learnt how to manipulate materials
and record using a combination of
different mark making equipment. They
have been introduced to a phonics scheme
and have used their knowledge of letters
and sounds to practise blending and
segmenting cv and cvc words
independently. Children have also been
taught how to learn some of the high
frequency words through short rhymes
and use them when writing sentences.

Identifying numbers and shapes has also
been a skill that has been developed over
this term through practical work, games,
rhymes and songs. Children have learnt
to recognise and form numbers to 30 and
beyond; learnt to identify and talk about
odd and even numbers; and learnt how to

use a number line to add and take away to
30. Identifying 2D and 3D shapes
through practical activities and shape
hunts has been super fun. We have even
begun to identify the properties of 2D
and 3D shapes!

The children have also learnt the
importance of sharing and respecting
similarities and differences through
stories such as Elmer and Rainbow Fish.
The children enjoyed taking a trip on an
aeroplane to visit Handa, Akeyo and
Mondi all the way to Africa and learnt all
about their lifestyle. The children learnt
about famous African-American people,
such as Martin Luther King and Rosa
Parks as well as their contribution
towards the battle for freedom and equal
rights around the world.  Similarly we
looked at the importance of light in
different cultures. For example we
looked at how important light was and
how it was used to celebrate Janmastami,
Durga Puja, Diwali, Hanukkah and
Christmas.

Visiting our local area, the local
supermarket, the post office and the
Barbican was a real treat. The children
learnt how to walk safely and identified
road signs and risks whilst walking to and
from school. We learnt about the Green
Cross Code and talked about ways to keep
pedestrians and motorists safe. We
even had a go at designing High Vis
jackets and helmets for cyclists.

Our trip to the Barbican was lots of fun
too. We learnt all about how music is
played in an orchestra and how important
it was to play in sync. Our favourite trip
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this term was visiting the post office and
learning all about the roles and
responsibilities of postal workers. We
also got the opportunity to buy a stamp,
stick it onto our letters to Santa and post
them.

We wonder if Santa will get the letters
on time!
Ms Bhadresa (Head of Early Years)

Year 6

Year 6 Trip: Natural History Museum

The children visited the Natural History
Museum this term which supported their
learning in Science. They were given the
opportunity to watch an interactive show based
on Living things and their Habitat, and
discovered the vast diversity of life on this
planet.

In the Investigation Centre: The children took
control of their own learning and were able to
explore a variety of specimens. They carried out
their own scientific investigations, looking for
evidence, measuring, observing and recording
their chosen specimen.
It allowed children to make pertinent
observations and make conclusions.

Evolution  Workshop: This was an introduction
to our topic on Evolution and Inheritance. In
this workshop, children were able to:
 examine fossils  From the Beginning gallery,

searching for evidence of change over time
 get hands-on with specimens to work out

for themselves why these changes occur
 play a game that revealed Charles Darwin's

theory of natural selection as the
mechanism behind these changes.

Mrs Ahmed (Year 6 Teacher)

Our Nursery

This term in nursery, the children began to learn
about ourselves (all about me).   They created
self-portraits using different materials and
media and created all about me books.
Children also practised counting to ten and
measured how tall they are.  The children also
enjoyed exploring the investigation table,
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observing the conkers and the different
coloured leaves. The children were able to
describe past experiences and some children
were able to describe what happens in the next
season.

The nursery children also learnt about the Black
History Month celebration and created their
own freedom quilts and buses. We enjoyed
raising money for Genes4jeans, Remembrance
Day and for Children in need.

The nursery also learnt about festivals and
celebrations. We learnt how to do the Navratri
dance using the sticks, called Dandiya and had a
parent coming in to talk to us about the festival.
We also had a parent come in to talk about the
Diwali festival of lights and showed us how to
make coconut ladoo’s (balls).

Children made salt dough diva’s (candles) and
enjoyed decorating and painting them.  They
also enjoyed exploring the Post office role play
area, pretending to be postmen and
postwomen.   They all enjoyed writing
Christmas cards and were delighted that they
were going to be posting their cards home.
The nursery children went on a trip to the local
post office, which was a great success, with
many parents coming to support the nursery
team.   On our way to the post office, children
enjoyed looking at the different Christmas
decorations and the trees.   At the post office,
nursery children paid for their stamps and
looked at the different items that were
available at the shop.   They also observed
different houses and plants along the way, using
excellent expressive language to describe what
they had seen.

Ms Bhadresa and Ms Roshni (Nursery Leaders)

Year 5

This term Year 5 have been reading a book
called 'The Indian in the Cupboard', which we all
really enjoyed.  We did some great pieces of
creative writing linked to the book.

As part of our Geography studies on the water
cycle, we went to Thames Water in Slough.
There, we learned about how water in the
sewers is cleaned at the plant before being
released back into a local river; as well as what
we should and should not put down a toilet!

We also joined the rest of KS2 on a trip to a
lovely interactive concert at the Barbican.   In
the second half of term, we started to learn
about the Tudors, with a big focus on Henry
VIII's reign and, of course, all of his wives.

Year 4

We have a had a great start to our time
together in Year 4.  It has been a busy
term with a lot of hard work,
celebrations of different festivals, and
class trips to enrich our learning.
We have been working hard in Maths,
Literacy and Science.
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In particular we have enjoyed reading
the classic novel ‘The Iron Man’ by Ted
Hughes and using our DT skills to build
our own Iron Men (come and see them
in our classroom).

The children have shared and discussed
the values of friendship and honesty
throughout the term.  Our main focus
has been on how important it is to work
as a team and involve everyone in our
activities.  One important message we
learned from this was that everyone is
different, and this should be
celebrated.

Music is very important to us and we
have been working hard in our lessons.
Earlier this term, we enjoyed a trip to
the Barbican for a concert called
Forests and Fairytales.  This was a lovely
visit with the children who listened to
and took part in the show.

More recently we had a great day at
The Wembley Learning Zone.  We have
been studying the history and geography
of the local area from the Anglo-Saxon
times through to the modern day.  We
had fun taking part in a workshop and
even more fun touring the stadium in
the afternoon.

It was a fantastic term that ended with
our theatre trip, our Christmas Bazaar
and finally our Christmas Concert.

Happy Holidays EVERYONE from Year
4     XXXXX
Mrs Robertson (Year 4 teacher and
Deputy Headteacher)
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Year 3

Year 3 have had an exciting term! We have had
fun and worked really hard too. In Geography
we made rain gauges and learned all about the
water cycle. In Science we have looked at rocks
and studied light. We used our Design
Technology shadow puppets to investigate how
shadows are formed.

A highlight was our trip to the Verulamium
Roman museum. We learned all about how the
Romans lived in Britain. We saw skeletons and
learned about Roman food, religion, schools
and houses. Year 3 found out that the Romans
were the first to design underfloor heating!

We were allowed to handle real Roman
artefacts and used them to find clues about
how the Romans lived. If-, Rai-- and As--- got to
dress up in Roman outfits!

We really enjoyed making arches and studying
mosaics in the museum. Back at school we
made our own mosaics and Roman shields.

We are looking forward to all our new subjects
next term. MS TREMBATH  (Year 3 Teacher)

Year 1 and Year 2

D/T
Year 2 have been very busy planning and
designing a robot. As you can see from the
photos, they made a very good job because the
plans look almost the same as the finished
robot.    AMAZING!

ENGLISH
The wonderful children in Year 2 have worked
hard to add describing words to their stories.
We had fun choosing a Mr. Man to describe.  It
was so brilliant we made it into a very colourful
display.     We hope you agree.
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TRIP TO THE NATIONAL GALLERY
Year 1 and Year 2 went to visit the National
Gallery. Rae--, Ay--- and Shi--- wrote about
their trip to the National Gallery:

“We got off the train at Charing Cross and we
got to the National Gallery.   We saw a big
painting inside; there was a queen and a boat
even some people.   The next painting was a
lady whose husband had died.

The third painting was a really nice painting.
There was Cupid there was a lady called
Catherine.   It was so fun.

When we were walking to the National Gallery
we saw some tents.  It was crazy!   I saw some
people sleeping in them.    When I went up the
steps,   I saw some policemen and they said
hello. In the last picture we saw a tiger and
thunder and lightning and grass and trees and
rain.

We loved the paintings and did some of our own
in class.”

Frozen – Movie reviews by Year 1

Year 1 and Year 2 and Reception went to see
their end of term movie – FROZEN 2 – the
children in Year 1 have reviewed the movie,
giving the movie a 0-5 star rating:

RN gave the movie 5 stars and said: “My mum
came and it was fun. We had lovely treats and
chocolate.”
RK also gave the movie 5 stars and said: “It was
a fantastic movie.   I loved it when Elsa was
brave.”
ES also gave the movie 5 stars and said:  “I liked
the expressions on the faces of the characters.”
JH also gave the movie a 5 star rating. (We did
emphasise that children could give the movie
lower ratings but they insisted that it should
have the top rating.) JH said: “My favourite

character was Olaf the snowman.   I loved his
carrot nose.”
Finally TMB said: “I loved the way Elsa saved
the world.” TMB also gave the movie 5 stars!

Finally, Mrs Graham would like to thank the
Year 1 parent who bought her a coffee;  she
gave the coffee 5 stars!

Student Council and Friends
Association

The School Council have been very busy this
term.    We meet every 2 weeks and have a
‘half-hour working lunch' where we go over the
suggestions put forward from the whole school.
Thanks to the PTA and many ideas from the
children we now have an array of toys and
activities to do in the playground and also
additional equipment in ICT.

We have a football table, interlocking scooters,
balance boards and stilts for the playground.   In
ICT we have new spheros and in sports a new
football kit for all team members.

We also had a visit from Brent Council and we
are amazing Eco -children - recycling all our
paper, card and plastic - FANTASTIC!!
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I will have new school councillors in the spring
term but I would like to say A GREAT BIG THANK
YOU to all the members this term you've been
brilliant.  Another big thank you to the Friends
Association for funding the children’s ideas!

Miss Clarke (Pastoral Co-ordinator)

MUSIC

In November, all children enjoyed a concert for
their particular age group performed by the

London Symphony Orchestra in the Barbican.
The children especially enjoyed participating in
the songs and seeing lots of their artwork on
screen.

We are now working hard to present a Carol
Concert for 13th December with singing of the
highest standard. You will find pictures of the
Practice Concert at the end of the newsletter.

Mrs Pott (Music Teacher)

PE and Games

Our children have had a busy term.  All Year
groups have worked on improving their skills in
football and Dodgeball.   The U11 Boys’ Football
team played in the Annual Reddiford Football
Tournament and gave 100% in every game, very
proud of them!!

Our girls U11 netball team are training very
hard for the upcoming ISA under 11 Netball
tournaments.

After Half Term, we move to our indoor sports-
hall venue each Thursday, where we’ve been
able to concentrate on sports like hockey, Tag-
Rugby and football.  Also children from Y4 to Y6
have started learning badminton as a new sport
in school.

Thank you to the Friends Association who raised
money to buy our footballers a new kit.

(Mr Neves - Head of Games)
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ICT

At St Christopher’s we’ve had a very intense ICT
Term.   It started with all age groups learning,
improving or refreshing their typing and word
processing skills.

Then Reception/Year 1 started their journey in
learning the basics of handling and
manipulating all the functions of their IPADs.
They learnt how to type basic text and improve
their eye-hand coordination. Year 2 was
introduced to photo editing apps and to
Showbie’s s basic tools and created their first
digital folder.

Years 3/4/5 immersed themselves in the coding
world, using different apps according to their
year group and ability. These Years Groups also
entered the “Hour of Code” challenge, a world-

wide Coding event.   Everyone finished the
challenge and got their certificate.
St Christopher’s School also has its very own
state of the art 3-D printer and we are starting
to test it, exciting times!

I have included a photo of our first dinosaur 3D
model created on a computer and built by our
printer.

Mr Neves – Head of IT
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Carol Concert Pictures

End of Term Notices

Blue Winter Coats and Cagoules are no
longer available from the school and should
be purchased through our approved
supplier www.beatschooluniforms.co.uk.
Please may I remind you that school
uniform also applies to winter accessories.
Gloves should be maroon/grey, scarves
should be maroon/sky stripe and beanies
should be maroon with the school logo.

You can always check fist with Mrs Nasim if
we have any 2nd hand uniform available; if
not, all items can be purchased from
Harrow School Outfitters – 020 8422 1045. I
do recommend calling them first before
your visit to check they have stock of the
items you need. All items must be clearly
labelled. I would also like to remind parents
that girls’ with long hair should be tied up
neatly. Also, all hair accessories should be
maroon and earrings should be small,
inexpensive studs.

Speech & Drama lessons will resume on
Tuesday 7th January 2020. Piano lessons
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will commence from the week of Monday
13th January 2020. Invoices will be emailed
shortly, please follow the payment
instructions as on the invoice and ensure
payment is made in time for your child’ first
lesson of the

Milk: Should you wish your child to have
school milk – DO NOT REGISTER DIRECTLY
WITH COOL MILK –but email Mrs
Woodbridge directly at
admin@stchristophersschool.org.uk

We plan to have our Spring Term Calendar
& After School Clubs finalised in the
beginning of the term. An electronic and
hard copy will be sent home.

However, the most important date to
remember is that we all return to school on
Tuesday 7th January 2020.  School doors
open at 08.35am.

Finally, all the staff at St Christopher’s wish
you all a wonderful, safe festive season and
all the best for the New Year!

Mrs Woodbridge
School Secretary


