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Mrs Alison McNeill

This term brought us the sad news that Mrs
Alison McNeill passed away. She was in
many respects the heart and soul of the
school for the 35 years that she taught
here. However, Alison McNeill has left us a
special gift; a caring honest ethos that
pervades and still enriches the school.

Mrs McNeill’s funeral was an example of
this. On Tuesday 15th March, the school
was closed both as a mark of respect and to
allow staff, parents and children to attend.
Mrs McNeill was buried at Chiltern’s
Woodland Burial Park, a beautiful 72 acre
woodland.   The service was a celebration of
her life, from recollections of her childhood
in the 1970s to tributes by family, parents,
friends and teachers.   Many of our parents
attended as did our choir, who sang one of
the songs.

Above all, the ceremony was an opportunity
for us to give thanks to Mrs McNeill for
everything she gave us.

Mrs McNeill’s husband and daughter have
asked us to express their gratitude to all the
parents who supported Mrs McNeill during
her treatment with messages of support
and fund-raising events.  Mrs McNeill
always considered the school as part of her
family and your unwavering support raised
all their spirits.

Bereavement is an essential part of life,
even in a school.   It needs to be active and
thankful for all the good that someone has
done.   This goodness lives on.
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Congratulations to the children
of Year 6

Well done to all our Year 6 pupils for the
wonderful set of entrance exam results this
year. Places have been offered by the
following senior schools:

Merchant Taylors’, Haberdashers’ Aske’s
Boys’, Notting Hill School for Girls, John
Lyon, Hendon Prep School and Bentley
Wood School.

The full list of schools will be issued at the
end of the Summer Term as not all results
have been collected.

Highlights for this Half Term
This has been an active half term. Trips
have included Reception’s visit to the local
shops and supermarket.
We have also had a Year 1 and Reception’s
visit to the National Gallery.
Mrs G described the trip’s highlights:

‘After the excitement of seeing the lions and
Nelson’s column we went into the National
Gallery.  We were taken around by a very
knowledgeable and imaginative guide called

Marie-
Therese.
She asked
the
children
to
imagine
that they
could step

inside a painting and describe what they
saw.  We had some very interesting
descriptions from the children!  We saw
paintings like SUNFLOWERS and THE TIGER

and many more. Everyone enjoyed the
event and learned something and become a
touch more artistic by the end of the day.’

Year 1 also produced their own ‘flower’
paintings.

Year 5 and 6 had four different days out for
their end-of-term activity week.  The
children went to:
 Milton Keynes Safety Centre
 Cuffley Park Outdoor Activity Centre
 Hampton Court
 The Golden Hinde and The Globe

Theatre, with three-course fine dining at
Pizza Express.
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Mathletics
Children have also started to get regular
Mathletics homework, testing their maths
skills with online practise activities.
Mathletics is a very powerful maths
resource and I would encourage all our
pupils to use it every day if possible.  Above
all, it’s both fun and educational – a potent
combination for learning.

Please visit the site: www.mathletics.co.uk

Enter both your username and password.
Each class teacher will have a record of this.

If your child asks to play a computer game,
give them ‘mathletics’ as their first option!

The Choir
Our choir were again active at the ‘Voice in
a Million’ concert at Wembley Arena on 2nd

March 2016.

School Life
This term there has been a real focus on the
wonderfully creative activities within each
classroom.  You’ll find some examples on
the back page of the newsletter.  They
include:

 Year 6’s studies on Mountains and
Volcanoes in Geography.

 Year 5’s investigation of Tudor Britain,
with three spectacular trips.

 Year 4’s art and creative writing inspired
by ‘The Iron Man’.

 Year 3’s use of similes in poetry.
 Year 2’s research about  the Moon

Landings.
 Year 1’s factual writing about dinosaurs.
 Reception’s exploits on their trikes and

bikes.

REMINDERS FOR NEXT TERM
Term Dates:
Thurs 14th April - Wed 13th July 2016
Half Term:
Mon 30th May – Fri 3rd June inclusive

 Year 6 Key Stage 2 SATS tests: Week
beginning Monday 9th May (exact dates
for each exam to be given at start of
term).

 Assessment Week: Week beginning
Monday 23rd May
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 LAMDA Exams: Monday 13th and
Tuesday 14th June

 Sports Day: Thursday 30th June
 Prize Giving and Leaver’s Tea: Tuesday

12th July

A full calendar of term events has been
given out and can also be found on our
website. All children must wear their
Summer uniform to school next term, including
blazers and caps/hats. A comprehensive list of
our school uniform is set out in the Parents
handbook, downloadable from the School
Website. (Please refer to The School-Policies
page)

www.stchristophersschool.org.uk

Sainsbury’s Sports Vouchers – please
remember to collect and hand into school if
you are shopping in Sainsbury’s.

Finally, thank you to The Friends of St
Christopher’s School and all the staff for all
their continued hard work this term.

Wishing you all a Happy Easter,

GP Musetti
Headmaster


