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Purpose and Aims of EYFS

The overarching aim of the EYFS is to help young children to achieve the Every
Child Matters outcomes of staying safe, enjoying and achieving, making a positive
contribution and achieving economic well being. At St. Christopher’s we believe
children learn best through physical and mental challenges. The curriculum is
delivered using a mixture of child initiated play and adult led activities. Active
learning takes place because play is purposeful and children are engaged. We
believe in ‘personalised learning’ whereby we plan for children as individuals
ensuring activities are geared to their interests, style of learning and level of
development. Parents are made very welcome in the Reception class and
information about what the children have been doing is shared with them at regular
intervals. They also contribute to their own children’s learning and the EYFSP.

Principles of EYFS

Effective practise in the EYFS is built on the following four guiding themes. They
provide a context for the requirements and describe how practitioners should
support the development, learning and care of young children. Each theme is
broken down into four commitments describing how the principles can be put into
practise.

1. A Unique Child recognises that every child is a competent learner. The
commitments are focussed around development, inclusion, safety, health
and well being.

2. Positive Relationships describe how the child learns to be strong and
independent from a base of loving relationships. The commitments are
focused around respect, partnership with parents, supporting learning and
the role of the key person.

3. Enabling Environments explains that the environment plays a key role in
supporting and extending children’s learning and development. The
commitments are focused around observation, assessment and planning;
support for every child; the learning environment; and in the wider context
– transitions, continuity and multi agency working.

4. Learning and Development recognises that children learn in different
ways and at different rate, and that all areas of learning and development
are equally important and inter connected.

This principles approach ensures that the EYFS meets the overarching aim of
improving outcomes and reflects that it is every child’s right to grow up safe,
healthy, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution, and with
economic well being.



Equal Opportunities

Practitioners have a responsibility to ensure positive attitudes to diversity and
difference not only to ensure inclusion and that no child is disadvantaged but
also that they learn from the earliest age to value diversity in others. To
support each child’s learning needs practitioners must ensure that:

 They remove or help to overcome barriers for children where these
already exist

 Being alert to signs of need that could lead to later difficulties, involving
other agencies as necessary

 Stretching and challenging children

Working in Partnership with Parents

Working in partnership with parents is crucial to children’s future development.
It is vital for the identification of children’s learning needs. Practitioners should
offer support for extending learning at home. Sometimes it may be necessary
to work with professionals from other agencies e.g. speech and language
therapists to identify and meet children’s needs. Every child should be
supported individually to make progress at their own pace and children who
need extra support to fulfil their potential should receive special consideration.
Everyone who is in contact with the child has a role to play in the EYFS. At St.
Christopher’s while the Reception teacher and her assistant are the key
people in assessment, it is very important that all staff make a contribution.
They have valuable information for the EYFS profile which will enable the
teacher to get an accurate picture of the child’s abilities. Sticky labels or short
observation forms are always available from Reception when staff notices
something significant a child has done independently. The contribution that
staff such as the music and PE teacher makes is crucial too and enables
practitioners to provide accurate profiles at the end of the Reception year.
Parents are given wow! sheets to record significant moments at home.

Learning and Development

There are seven areas of learning and development that shape educational
programmes in Reception. All areas of learning and development are
important and inter-connected. Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting
children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning. These three areas are called
the Prime Areas and are: Communication and Language, Physical
Development and Personal, Social and Emotional Development. The other
four areas are called the Specific Areas and are: Literacy, Mathematics,
Understanding the World and Expressive Arts and Design. All the areas must
be delivered through planned purposeful play, with a balance of child-initiated
and adult-led activities. By the end of the EYFS some children will have met
all seventeen Early Learning Goals while others may have exceeded the
goals for these areas. Other children, depending on their individual needs will



be working towards some or all of the goals, particularly some younger
children, and some children with learning difficulties and disabilities and some
with English as an Additional Language.

The Early Learning Goals

The Prime Areas

Personal Social Emotional Development

Self-confidence and self-awareness: children are confident to try new
activities and say why they like some activities more than others. They are
confident to speak in a familiar group and are able to choose their own
resources. They say when they do or do not need help.
Managing feelings and behaviour: children talk about how they and others
show feelings, talk about behaviour and its consequences and know the
difference between right and wrong. They work as part of a group and
understand and follow rules. They take changes of routine in their stride.
Making relationships: children play nicely, taking turns with others. They
take account of one another’s ideas about how to organise their activity. They
show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings and form positive relationships
with adults and other children.

Communication and Language

Listening and attention: children listen attentively in a range of situations.
They listen to stories and respond to what they hear with relevant comments,
questions or actions. They also listen to other children.
Understanding: children follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.
They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences and in
response to stories or events.
Speaking: children express themselves effectively, showing awareness of
listeners’’ needs. They use past, present and future forms accurately when
talking about events. They develop their own narratives and explanations by
connecting ideas or events.

Physical Development

Moving and handling: Children show good control and co-ordination in large
and small movements. They move confidently in a range of ways, safely
negotiating space. They handle equipment and tools effectively, including
pencils.
Health and self-care: children know the importance for good health of
physical exercise, and a healthy diet and talk about ways to keep healthy and
safe. They manage their own personal hygiene and can dress independently.



The Specific Areas

Literacy
Reading: children read and understand simple sentences. They use phonic
knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately. They
also read some common irregular words. They demonstrate understanding
when talking about what they have read.
Writing: children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which
match their spoken sounds. They also write some irregular common words.
They write simple sentences which may be read by themselves and others.
Some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically plausible.

Mathematics
Numbers: children count reliably with numbers from 1 to 20, place them in
order and say which number is one more or less than a given number. Using
quantities and objects they add and subtract two single digit numbers and
count on or back to find an answer. They solve problems including doubling,
halving and sharing.
Shape, space and measures: children use everyday language to talk about
size, weight, capacity, position, distance, time and money to compare
quantities and objects to solve problems. They recognise, create and describe
patterns. They explore characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and
use mathematical language to describe them.

Understanding the World
People and communities: children talk about past and present events in
their own lives and in the lives of family members. They know that other
children don not always enjoy the same things and are sensitive ti this. They
know about similarities and differences between themselves and others and
among families, communities and traditions.
The world: children know about similarities and differences in relation to
places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about features of their
own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one to
another. They make observations of animals and plants and explain why
some things occur, and talk about changes.
Technology: children recognise that a range of technology is used in places
such as homes and schools. They select and use technology foe particular
purposes.

Expressive Arts and Design
Exploring and using media and materials: children sing songs, make music
and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them. They safely use and
explore a variety of materials, tools, and techniques, experimenting with
colour, design, texture, form and function.
Being imaginative: children use what they have learnt about media and
materials in original ways, thinking about uses and purposes. They represent
their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art,
music, dance, role-play and stories.



The Safeguarding and Welfare Requirements

Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their
individual needs are met and when they have positive relationships with the
adults caring for them. The safeguarding and welfare requirements can be
found in the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage
manual which is kept in the Reception class. EYFS policies are kept in
the EYFS file in the Reception class also. They are also included in the
school policies.

Assessment

During the first six weeks in Reception pupils will be assessed so a baseline
level can be formed. From September 2015 St Christopher’s will be using
CEM Baseline to assess our children. Observations will continue to be made
during this period and EYFS staff will use the Ferre Levers scale (POMS) to
ascertain children’s well being and involvement. This is used three times a
year. Assessment is integral to the learning process and must be based on
practitioner’s observations of what children are doing in their day-to-day
activities. As observations are based on observational evidence gathered
from a wide range of teaching and learning contexts, it is expected that all
adults who interact with the children should contribute to the process and that
account will be taken of information provided by the parents. The Reception
teacher will moderate with her Teaching Assistant and the Year One teacher.
Moderation occurs in school, across schools (Buxlow and St Nicholas) and at
Borough level.

Early Years Foundation Stage Profile

The EYFSP is a way of summing up each child’s development and learning
achievements at the end of the EYFS. It is based on practitioners’ ongoing
observation and assessment in all seven areas of learning. Each child’s level
of development must be recorded against the Seventeen Early Learning
Goals. In the summer term the EYFS Profile is completed for each child. The
Profile provides parents and teachers with an accurate picture of a child’s
knowledge, understanding and abilities, their progress against expected levels
and their readiness for Year One. The Profile reflects on-going observation,
class records and parental contributions. Each child’s level of development is
assessed against the Early Learning Goals and are either said to be meeting
Expected levels, Exceeding expected levels or not yet reaching expected
levels (‘Emerging’). The Year One teacher will be given a copy of the Profile
report together with a brief summary of the children’s skills in relation to the
Characteristics of Effective Learning.

All practitioners who teach in Reception should attend at least one LA
moderation meeting per year. Staff throughout EYFS should meet
regularly to moderate and verify judgements made about children’s
progress.



Within the final term of the EYFS parents must be provided with a written
summary reporting on the child’s progress against the Early Learning Goals.

Children with English as an Additional Language

Practitioners must value linguistic diversity and provide opportunities for
children to develop and use their home language in their play and learning.
This is part of the respect for each child’s cultural background that is central to
Early Years provision. Alongside support in the home language, practitioners
should provide a range of meaningful contexts in which children have
opportunities to develop English. As they move into KS1, English will be
crucial as the language they use to access learning.

Inclusion
The EYFS is an inclusive curriculum which meets the needs of children
through individualised learning. The diversity of individuals and communities
is valued and respected. We are open-minded and ready to adapt routines if
necessary to allow a child to join in. There may be some children who need
extra support and time spent on them.

Induction Programme

There is a programme of induction for the Reception class. This is important
in helping pupils to settle smoothly into school. Parents make an initial visit,
sometimes with their children, to the school to look around. The next stage will
be for the children to come for an informal assessment which lasts about one
and a half hours. The teacher and teaching assistant will assess their social
and emotional development.

All those children offered a place will spend one morning in the summer term
getting to know each other and becoming familiar with the teacher and
teaching assistant. Following this, parents will be invited to make individual
appointments with the teacher to discuss their children more fully. Children
may accompany their parents and spend more time in class with the teaching
assistant. To ensure a smoother transition the teacher will endeavour to visit
the children in their nursery settings before the end of the summer term.



Siblings will be allowed to visit their brother or sister in their classes in the
early days if necessary. We are flexible with the length of the school day in
the first few weeks.

Transition into Year 1
There is a smooth transition from Reception into Year 1. On one afternoon a
week Reception and year 1 join up for self initiated activities. This enables the
younger children to have more opportunities to make friendships, use their
imaginations and share resources. It also gives the Year 1 teacher the
opportunity to get to know the children and vice versa. The Year 1 teacher
contributes to the profile and moderates judgements alongside EYFS
practitioners. Towards the end of the summer term the Reception children
have a short meeting with the Year 1 teacher and bring her one of their
paintings which will be on display when they arrive in September. This makes
them feel welcome and secure. Parents are also offered the opportunity to
meet with their children’s new teacher to discuss any concerns and talk about
possible expectations.

Home Support
Parents are recognised as the child’s first educator and as such home support
is vital to a child’s learning. Parents are given a copy of the EYFS brochure
which has ideas of ways they can help their child. After half term children are
given a literacy and numeracy task once a week to do at home. This may be
practical or a piece of recording. A reading book is sent home on a Monday,
Wednesday and Friday with the intention that children are heard read every
night and a comment made in their record book. Children also take a library
book home on a Friday to enjoy with their parents. Sometimes particular
children are given phonic games to play at home with their family to reinforce
understanding. Parents are also provided with curriculum statements every
term so they know what is happening in Reception. A link book is used to
keep parents informed about activities and information. On the weekly
planning sheet there is a box called ‘parent’s voice’ where the teacher records
any parental involvement during the week.

Day-To-Day Routines



 In first week discuss Safeguarding policy and health and
safety procedures such as medicines, cameras, phones,
what to do in case of a fire. Ask TA to read policies and
procedures. Sign and date to show you have taken and read
Safeguarding policies, including Keeping Children Safe in
Education. Sheet to be kept in your handbook.

 Check inside area including kitchen and use check list.
 Copy of Development Matters and other literature in TA tray.
 Talk with teacher every morning at 8.20am to discuss

activities.
 Every day collect link books from orange tray and read to

see if teacher needs to respond.
 At snack time put hand gel on children before eating.
 Before first play help the special person collect the milk on

the tray.
 Once or twice a week read story at milk time.
 Endeavour to be back in classroom by 1.20pm to get ready

for pm activities.
 Get table ready for painting every Monday at 1.15pm. Clean

pots at end of the day.
 At lunchtime check children’s lunch boxes and see they are

settled before leaving classroom to have lunch.
 Put sit on toys out every Tues at 1.30pm.Bikes etc put out on

Wednesdays  and Fridays too. Toys also to be put out on a
Wednesday at 1.00pm during lunch time as most of upper
school will be having choir practise.

 At 3.00pm every Tuesday and Thursday bring children to
cloakroom to get coats/hats. Sit on bench in cloakroom when
ready. Line them up inside/outside weather permitting and
lead them back to class. Children to sit on carpet where
teacher will be waiting for them. Finish getting children’s
things ready if necessary. Teacher to read story.

 Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday read children short
story/sing songs before home time.

 At 3.00pm every Monday, Wednesday and Friday put
lunchboxes, water bottle and book bags on tables. One child
may stay to help.



 Brief meeting on a Friday with teacher to discuss week and
planning for next week.

 Supervision of EYFS to be done termly – dialogue between
teacher and Ta to discuss all matters related to EYFS.

A parent and her children sharing Eid celebrations with
Reception and Year 1


